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The prevailing sitwation of strong authoritarian regimes coupled with weak civil society in the Middle Eaqst

is changing.

The United States, The West and
Hostility

The Unided Siotes of Amenico wsually
considers their stance on palicy os being
shared by fhair Weslern aflies and believe
that those shored wiews are universal.
Freedom, democrocy, [free  morket,
liberalisn ond human righh- are seleched
walies whose definitions ore necessorily
universet, Stoles with different views are not
necessarily foes but are mot quite friends o
the US administrafion, Oppesition uswally
exlsty on o cosebycae basis but many
siodes simply corsider themsehwes s non-
gligned enfifies. Dabining democrocy in
Ching or Yanexsela is quife different from
Ihedafinition in Egyot, Tunisio, Soufh Sudan,
oo, or Zimbabwe. The problem becomes
complex when considering exisfing threats
to America: even more complex in coses of
smspached threals,

Resubing From failing ks undersiand ihe
n:l|11|:||u.uil'=.- of the Arab and e African
cilizan's aspirations, America’s progmafism
wis primarily focused on exirocfing il
gas, minerals, and unprocessed goods from
s countries even with the lates! version
of e Alrican Growth ond Opporunity
At :.ﬁ.mﬁ.] Erul.lring shakaliby is I:E.I:I'l,':l:"'!.l'
comaloted with sacuring no lapse in the
U5 enengy supplies. Emanging econamies,
primariky the five BRICS nalions and other
newcomers such o8 Tukey hove opened
ahernofive cpparfaniies to  Arab  and
Ahican economies. While reviewing the
poit developmend ogenda of Waslem
powerhousas in the Middle Eost and Morth
Aftea [MEMA) and sub-Sahoran Africo
[554), fear ond mistusl are commanky
pctnowledged s the  consequence
of ot Id:ing inke  considerghon
peopla’s: damocrofic  ospirofions.  Waok
declsionmakers ore endangled In the
- dilemma of supporfing VWeslern inleresls an

are sid:_, incll.ning s :'Im.le-Ei-: nb?!uclim:.

in ordar ho sty in powar, or supperting
rational infarests and incuring the risk of
becoming an enemy of the United Skoies
on e other side, The unreachable forgeal
al 0.7 per cent of GOP as rich courdries'
contribution fo development since 17640 &
irrelevant in convincing cuthoriarion sholes
o align themaekes fo the Amercan wiy of
doing business in security, demoerocy, ond
economic development,

As o resul, US sirofegy s enfrenched in
a series of shostierm concerns bosed
on o clear worldwide power disciplins,
Smerica’s  Wissharncentnic undeﬂ.i-:lrding
of problems was based on a fundaomental
confusion, whichgeneraieda misconcepfion
in U5 relofions with cfhars, For many
countries [n the MEMA region, the rool
of this misundarsianding wos based on o
5ir|1|:||'u'|'i=n:u1-d concocted shatement: Muoslima
and kslam were simphy hostile to fe Wes
This ill-odvised epprooch mplemenied by
past LS diplomatic finking bypowsed the

Defining democracy in Ching or
Venezuela is quite different from
the definition in Egypt, Tunisia,
South-Sudan, Togo or Zimbabwe.

complex and sokills smerging guestioning
ef poot governance in e MEMA and 554
e, The special suprpar| af America b
Semudi Arabia, lirasd, and Egypt shoudd agh
owvarlook the ongoing dual ond slechive
destabilizingresiobilizing process faking
place ai o follow-up fo the “Arab spring”,
Peaple are beginning to ask fundomental
quuﬂ'u;n:l af |'|'u:| Wesharn suppof fic
cubhoritarion rubars,

Hogility toward the US and the Was
in general may improve os long as

fha frogike bolkorce betwesn Araob ond
African citizens' democrafic ospircfions
becomes compatibles with US inderests,
Any increasing divisian may lead fo a new
robe of US centralized militery command
dedicated to each specific region, I is in
this condest thot AFRECOMY role shoyld
be revisited, The role of Instiutionalized
media in identifying real snemies a3 wel
as crealing fake, virlual US enemies for US
natioral conmwmpfion moy have an adverse
affect on the convergence process.

Tintus Syndrome versus
Development

With a severa budged deficit in the U5,
erding direet inervenfion obrood and
:h-nring e borden with baik exising eaid
new allies became unovoidable. America
is seeking o minimize ifs commilmenf wehile
frying o get fhe moximum rewards in farms
of strategic and economic intarasts, I is of
uimeost imporsonce ho “share” the wision
of a “common anemy” with disrupsed
Eonbrims.

In o volofle world, Americo is lcoking for
ollies and not only frodifional enes from he
Secaond Warld War, So who is responsible
far U5 .w:u-ril:r? Itis no i:lngu' the US alone
but countries whose rulers have occepied
theat thair wiston mist be compofible with
U5 security, strategic and economic goals,
i may happen with the suppert of the
koeal military struehure beneliting fram LS
hmwi::bp |'|'|r|:||.E|1 I'rni.ruirlg dnd E‘lhiﬂpﬂn
and D‘iibﬂuﬁ e glzm-:l' mmplm af Fhis
This i5 o smart woy fo deal with Fe "agile
thraats” and improve US nolional security,
Meverlhebass, there B o serious problam:
through the globalizetion of s security
n:rEunn:In.. America's 11|:ii|:|n|;|] securify 15
porty  dependant on the “oppropaiole”
control of the reliability of new allies. For
example, could Tunisio, Egypd, Libya, and
South Sudan promole fhis olisn agendao
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belore the interest ol the peaple? s soacily
this controdiciion ot hos led Americo
in fhe past o support aulocratic regimes
and rulers, The same confradiction pushed
America to skangthen s milibary suppar
of mew allies a3 o means o ensure secirily
in toreign coundries as o kst resort, This

swipport is not nnmp:&il:lll wilh @ syshamic
outhoritorion democrocy |leorning process
F the S odminisralion systematically
retiste and covnterbolenoss thae who are
ngl:l.'lnl a “Wailsin, liberal demecralic
Dliiﬂ' u

Essentioly America hos o thraedrock
approach 1o foraign policy:

s To sepport democratic change,

# T promote sfokus guo besides oulooratic
regimas,

# Mot ko object o tha lodk of ruth of
elachion ballols in outoorelic regimes

Exceplion: ore obo numergus, which
can maoks LIS |'|:|r|:ign palicy hard o
read. Amarico moy not olwoys question
Teaders” of oulocrofic tegimes relying
on edemal acthiies with o gowerming
aligarchy hijacking a large part of thelr
caynlry % waalth  while .5II'IH.,I||I:|1"IHI;_:I"'J$I':|I'
desiobilizing omy support fo demeocoralic,
indigenous, oficiol ord clernotive porfies,
Manipdlofing  Insfibdicnolized  medio
s required ts promaole onli-democrotic
valves o3 well as democrocies of parody.
Democrotic cpposiion and ol society
mesaments hove been seriously underminad
in cownities where America’s sirolegic
inserests such os energy reloled goods
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might be threalened. The TINTUS smdrema
[There is Mo Threat o US| coukd becoma o
blockmail instrument in diplomacy

i wos aobo ocknowledged by many
Africon leaders thot o ropid and hasty
democralizalion  process o weokly
indimiriglized coundrias does nod  Fovor
devalcpmen! ond  eswally  desiobilizes
coumiries. Democratizalion  becomes a
destabilizaton  resabilizafion  process
which does nel oppose the sirobegic
inderests ond objeclives of the US. South
Sudan, E\g:,-'p. and '.ib',-n ore in the middls
of the process of finding the right balonce,
which differs from one couniry 1o anather,

The US rede in MEMA soles appears o
fack consistency ond inncvation os if wos
based on o onesizefitsall opproach and
somelimes, sunprisingly, on o dowio-day
"sirafegic” vision, espaciolly in Tunisia and
Egypl. It mary resulh in inafectivenais with
oo mony excephons in leems of suppor o

AFRMON showrld consider the emarging Afrocentric perspesiive of Afiloan Teaders

In a valatile world, America is
looking for allies and not only
traditional anes from the Second

World War, but proactively

soficited as well as unsolicited
shates.

naredemocrmo®c ond authoriigrian lers

Remodeling “Africom" in Africs

Crected |n 2007 by Presdent SGeorge
W. Bush ond heodguoriered in Shiltgor
i Garmony, AFRICOM s sopposed
be “cwersss security, enhonce strobegic
cooperofien, build porinerships, sppor
non-milisory missions, and conduct millory
up!rn'il.‘ln:- as rl&:'.z:sdf:.-" in 53 Akkcan
courfries with the axcepticn of Egypt

The 2008 chonge of Heodguaorters io
Adrica never mowesalized fll now oz all
African Heods of State were opposed
except Liberia. It s difficult 1o #nsure peoce
ond security of the American end Alrizan
people ond al the some time promate
common  development gooks in Alrico.
Because of o recurrent pash nush opproach
of this US and a bock of respect for Alricons
decision mokers’ positon [African Union
Commemdssioi’s posilion on Cale d'leaire
and Libyal, one could highfight @ common

r'm'.l'udl'r:l,!',! tihose wihn are oot ||F|'I'.|1!Ir:Il||',| Ender democratic rde



Vole of

e nEw competition af emerging foannmiey has apenad aiternodive opportunifies to Arehaond Afqcan countires

urwiitten African stance: Alico leaders’
backing of the U5 mililory woy of doing
bisiness on the confinenl ofien leads
o berrorist ofiocks of varicus foems o
destabifizafion,  Somalio, Eemwo, ord
Migerio ore. recent exomples, This s
aol hostility bul just on understandoble

adaplion of cauticn

Ora of the unitied  Combaiont
mmmewids of tha Unimed Stofes Armed
Foross  [USAFRICOM) s unfortunaieby
called AFRICOM becouse of I focus
e Africa region. Rebuilding trust and
ronbdarce with AFERC DM LAppOses O er |

=

in the LIS rr.ili'.-.-.r:.-' command for &frico inio
LSARRICOM ard AFRICOM,

n LS AFRICOM |8 clearly tha U5 fareign
palicy shalegy in Africo incliding Egyph
and

o AFRECOM, a joint Amearica Alrices Unian
Secwity  Siralegy  including  Morooco

presantly not o member af the AL

Implarrmr.ng 0 new seciriby puru-:iigm
spposes the odoption of new concepts
sich o8 nebworked nobons embedded in o
sysfern of proximiby security in support ol
collmctive capabilibe g muhsal influence

While considering its affectiveness in Africo,
AFRICOM should consider the emenging
Afracentric perspeciive of Alrkcan leaders
ir||:|Ll|:iIIIH ri'l!'.l:-l." I|‘¢'|'l|'.I are fok :Eﬂi:il'ha Lmnoaar
Afer the  successhul
polifical fronsition which fock ploce In
Tumisia, America should undsrsland Fof the
“chial* and the Toawear” In the ot [ I
MEMS and 554 regicns ane e S et

democrolic  nilas

Bersinhes compedition, there is o red chanos
fo cooparobs in Gocessing Rnergy resources

Hghting ogaoinsl  berrocism,  preventing

intechious  disooses prafevence for
aecounioble aond responsible governonce,
Fighting comupfion system and promofing
wonsparency, regubried free markeks and,
afier all. peace. These gme all recuiremeanls

far buading opportunibes o grow
Ending Hostility townrd the US

The US con end hoatlily by ending this
swspeciows  wor. Fram  an  Afrocenric
P Te ] and I |I;.|"|I of the above,
the US could hove p'n'r.i.'.-‘:i:- a  mars
prooctve joind  “peoce corps” o5 O
support b MEMA and 554 people in
thalr search bor beedom and demachacy,
LS and Western interfersnce rniy._||1| be
meduced ' o minimom. ond aveniually
solicied by the  Africom  Union
Benowed frust moy be the real winnerm

] Corporate Africo 3007 s



